|Personality Worth Mentionine

Dr. Vernon C. Patten, for 53
years a general practitioner in
Morristown, is at 84 still fulfilling
his Hippoeratic Oath with every
bit as muech enthusiasm as when
he first began.

Jn fact, the thought of retire-
ment hasn’t occurred to the eld-

clares to be “still at it"”. “That's
the way good doctors do and be-

know what to do with myselfl if
1 weren't working."”

ing to an interview, the white
| haired doctor admits now being
the county’s oldest physician in
practice—""and probably in age”—
he adds with a twinkle in his eve.
Dr. Patten's ancestors have been
a prominent part of Hanover town-
ship since they pioneered in 1820,
just two years after the region
was settled. At that time his great-
grandfather, Benjamin Cole, was
a Revolutionary War soldier and
the first casualty in Hanover
cemetery which was dedicated
with his burial. The cemetery, a
short distance south of Morris-
town, is all that remains of *he
community of Hanover which!
boasted a2 post office, railroad,

sides”, he continued, “I wouldn’d

Unobtrusive to the point of re-| |
quiring persuasion before agree-| @

(Continued on Page 6)

Dr. Patten 'Still At It After 53

'Years As Morrlsfown Physician

erly gentleman who proudly de- .‘I. .:,‘_,...I

FILLING PRESCRIPTIONS—Almost synonymous with the medieal
profession Is the task of filling countless prescriptions for pstients
as Dr. Patten is shown doing in the office of his Morristown home,
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teered hig services as a surgeon to relate any progessional exper-
‘in the army and was stationed in jences saying “That's all water
 Kansas and South Carolina., How- over the dam,” Besides he doesn’t

(1918) cut short his work and sibly be fiterested in them so
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For “sticking around 50 years
as he puts it, the doctor is the

o
Personality oo
from the Masonic | of which
he is a Master Mason and the|
(Continued from Page 1 other from the medical profession,
' Vi dis vivid and, at the
church and school before its aban- ,.&Uumg%wmgkmg mem-
donment some 100 years ago. ories linger of his work on the
Equally distinguished were Ben- town board in aiding the estab.
jamin’s three sons, Abel, Calvin lishment of a local fire depart-
and Seth, the latter being Drmantinmt.wnhuwnewﬁrm
. * fighting apparatus not six weeks
Patten’s grandfather, who all
served in the War of 1812, Stepping 0+ bis own house burned fo the
down still another generation, his §r0Und because the chemie
father, & farmer the miajoriy of eauipment ran out of chemicals
his life, became conductor on the 0 extremely dry weather.
old Knightstown-Shelbyville rail: During a term as president of
road & year before its operation the Dodds Memorial Hall Asso-
ended in 1853. ciation, ground for the Morris-

white colonial home that he shares Of the County Medical Society sev-

with wife Anna whom he married €ral years back.

about 30 o after Asked if he had ever been in
wife's deileh..n " B et ¢ office, Dr. Patten grinned

- and replied that he ““had run on
Much has been altered since j, =\ sovern for coroner but his

the time over a half a century . .. "
back when the mode of travel R;ﬁ:l?canmi;o .?;%@fenrm:
was a horse and bu but the town
24-hours audn} msp;‘gihﬂity to Sratic county and Hanover g
his patients reniains unchanged, S0ip's GOP majority was mot suf
He doubts hilfmany cloctmih rea!}ly ﬁﬂﬂ; 4 to “offset the whole
s ma & £ ; ut coun -f

w’in a part ?!ghhhggb which A large section of one wall in
cute faithfully. mm mg& P-!!e:he g is!n;cllml
; £0. one ecor-
ﬂol;r qu&e.:mwd:iﬁ?ies% ated solely with the pictures of
Ei {his eight grandchildren and one
Jar, then Jocsted du Arviegion, De"grelt-grandm, the offspring of
fﬁwm‘; gﬂl&&dm ‘:‘h?i' his two daughters and son. His
% rescved '@ favorite topie of conversation
laterm ¥ed his. dipioma alx YEAIS seems to be these young people|
* and H
Interest in medicine came A navent. he. showed bis Mtoreiewes
he had completed “a couple of 3 Jotter telling of a college schol:
years’ work™ in college because yrehip won by one granddaughter,
of a doctor associate who “talked 5 promising singer, and of an-
nothing by medicine.” \other, a recent graduste nurse

“Following our country's entry in- from Texas Christian University,
to World War I, the doctor volun- The kindly gentleman declined

ever the Armistice that same year se¢e how anyone else could pos-

| prevented his going overseas. “the best way to do with such

Despite the fact that being a things is to forget them,” he be-

doctor is an all-consuming pro- lieves.
fession, the elderly gentleman has So while many of the incidents

found numerous other ways of in his lifetime dre known only to
' contributing to the betterment of him and his patients, an all-

| Post, which Dr. Patten “‘guessed” eivic mindad dﬁmg%
' was begun in 1920, be became the and fine doetor remain will
first post commander and a chart- be long remembered as consider

Morristown. With the organization around reputation as being a
of their Willard E. Hensley Legion member of a pioneer family, a

or member. Some “six or eight ably more than *‘water over the
years ago” the post presented him dam.”
with a well-earned citation as
:'h:mher 1 citizen of the commun-
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